
Sociology Long Term Plan

Subject Purpose: To assess the significance of sociological research and methods for an understanding of society
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Year 12

I will take part in an 
induction exercise 
to understand how 
society is 
constructed and be 
introduced to 
definitions of the 
family

I will analyse the 
significance of 
material deprivation 
in relation to 
achievement. I will 
also learn the 
different types of 
family

I will analyse the 
significance of cultural 
capital and cultural 
deprivation on 
achievement. I will also 
analyse the concept of 
family as a social 
institution 

I will analyse the 
significance of 
internal school 
factors that can 
affect achievement. 
I will analyse family 
diversity

I will assess the 
significance of typing, 
labelling and streaming 
of pupils in relation to 
achievement. I will 
critically evaluate the 
functionalist 
perspective on the 
family

I will examine the 
significance of pupil 
subcultures on 
achievement. I will 
also examine the 
effect of 
industrialisation on 
the family

I will examine the 
reasons for the 
differential 
achievement of girls 
and be introduced to 
Marxist theory

Pupils will know:
• how social class and gender can affect 
achievement and the different types of 
family in society
Pupils will be able to:
•construct an essay relating to differential 
achievement and discuss the functionalist 
perspective of the family

I will analyse the 
impact of feminism, 
employment 
changes and 
aspirations on 
achievement. I will 
examine Marxist 
theory of the family

I will analyse the 
impact of 
education policies, 
teacher attention 
and marketisation 
on girls 
achievement. I will 
evaluate marxist 
theory of the 
family

I will learn about 
subject choice and 
gender identity, 
including the impact of 
gender domains. I will 
learn about the 
different types of 
feminism and how 
they explain family

I will learn about 
the reasons for 
the 
underachieveme
nt of boys, 
including the 
significance of 
early socialisation 
and economic 
structures. I will 
critically evaluate 
feminism and the 
family

I will assess the 
significance of 
the feminisation 
and the peer 
group in relation 
to achievement. 
I will examine 
the New right 
perspective on 
the family

I will assess the 
significance of 
cultural and 
material factors in 
relation to the 
achievement of 
different ethnic 
groups. I will also 
examine the post 
modernist view of 
the family

I will assess the 
significance of the 
ethnocentric 
curriculum and 
teacher 
expectations in 
relation to 
ethnicity and 
achievement. I will 
continue to 
examine the post 
modernist view of 
the family

Pupils will know:
•factors within and outside of school can 
affect gender differences in achievement 
and the multiple perspectives of the family 
such as Marx and feminism
Pupils will be able to:
• analyse the impact of feminism, 
employment changes and aspirations on 
achievement. evaluate the different 
perspectives learnt so far against each other

assess the 
significance of in 
school and out of 
school factors on 
the achievement 
of different 
ethnic groups.  i 
will examine 
social policy in 
relation to the 
family

Analyse the 
significance of 
pupil subcultures 
on different 
ethnic groups. I 
will continue to 
examine social 
policy in relation 
to the family

learn about the 
functionalist 
explanation of the 
role of education. 
I will look at 
changing family 
patterns and their 
effects on the 
family

Assess functionalist 
explanations of the 
role of education. I 
will evaluate 
changing family 
patterns.

Review 
Learning

Analyse the 
usefulness of 
Marxist 
explanations of 
the role of 
education. I will 
examine divorce 
and the impact 
on the family

Review of 
different 
sociological 
perspectives and 
education. I will 
examine 
domestic violence 
stats and the 
theory of power 
in the family

Review of 
different 
sociological 
perspectives and 
education. I will 
look at the 
domestic labour 
and gender roles 
within the family

Pupils will know:
• how achievement is affected by ethnicity 
and pupil subcultures and how social 
policy, divorce and changing patterns 
affects family structure
Pupils will be able to:
•assess the significance of internal and 
external factors on the achievement of 
different ethnic groups. outline and 
evaluate key theories into policy and 
statistics linked to the family

Develop an 
understanding of 
educational policies 
1870-1970 and I will 
examine Childhood 
and the different 
childhoods 
experienced

Develop an 
understanding of 
educational 
policies 1988-1997 
and evaluate the 
social construction 
of childhood

Assess the 
effectiveness of 
Labour Party 
policies 1997 
onwards and the 
effect of an 
ageing population 
on the family

Assess the 
effectiveness of 
Conservative-Lib 
Dem Party policies 
from 2010 and 
continue to 
examine the 
effect of an ageing 
population on  the 
family. 

Assess the 
effectiveness of 
Conservative 
education 
policies and 
revise and recap 
for an end of 
topic test on the 
whole of the 
family unit

Analyse 
education 
policies relating 
to gender and 
ethnicity. 
complete and 
end of topic test 
on the whole of 
the family unit.

Evaluate the 
impact of 
vocational 
learning and 
globalisation on 
education. 
Introduction to 
research 
methods 
starting with the 
different types 
of sociological 
experiments

Pupils will know:
•how education has been affected by social 
policies and how the family has been affected by 
childhood and an ageing population
Pupils will be able to:
•analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of social 
policies and complete a test to show the 
understanding of the whole family unit

Understand 
the factors 
that affect 
choice of 
research 
methods in 
sociology. 
Understand 
the concepts 
of validity 
and 
sampling in 
experiments

Analyse the 
impact of 
factors relating 
to education 
that will 
impact on 
sociological 
research. 
Understand 
positivism and 
interactionism 
and the 
methods used 
for each

Evaluate the 
usefulness 
of official 
statistics in 
social 
research 
and the use 
of 
questionnair
es and 
interviews 
in 
sociological 
research

evaluate 
the 
usefulness 
of 
documents 
in social 
research  
and the use 
of 
participant 
and non 
participant 
observation
.

evaluate the 
significance 
of content 
analysis in 
social 
research and 
recap the 
research 
process and 
any other 
theoretical 
issues

Research 
project on a 
chosen topic 
and 
consolidate 
any learning 
on the 
research 
methods 
topic

Presentation 
of research 
project and 
consolidate 
any learning 
on the 
research 
methods 
topic

Year 13

Evaluate the 
usefulness of 
secondary source 
methods and  
World Religions

Identify the factors 
that contribute to 
crime and deviance 
being relative and  
understand the 
competing 
definitions of 
religion. 

Assess the strengths and 
weaknesses of police 
recorded crime data 
compared to the Crime 
Survey England and 
Wales and  understand 
the competing 
definitions of religion. 

Analyse the 
Functionalist 
theory of crime and 
Religious typologies 
- church or sect

Evaluate the 
functionalist theory of 
crime and Typologies - 
denomination or cult

Analyse subcultural 
theories of crime and 
deviance and 
Typologies - 
denomination or cult

Evaluate the impact of 
Marxism, Left Realism 
and recent strain 
theories in relation to 
subcultural 
explanations and Why 
do people join new 
religious movements

Pupils will know: 
• how consensus theory analyses crime and 
deviance and the definitions and typologies 
in religion.   Pupils will be able to:
• assess functionalist theory in relation to 
crime and deviance and be able to explain 
and evaluate the different typologies in 
religion and why individuals join NRM's

Assess the impact 
of Marxism in 
understanding 
crime and Are 
NRM's always short 
lived?

Evaluate new right 
theory of crime 
and deviance and 
Secularisation and 
church attendance

Evaluate left realist 
theory of crime and 
deviance and 
Secularisation - 
rationalisation or 
disengagement?

Assess the 
significance of 
Left Realism in 
understanding 
crime and 
Secularisation - 
rationalisation or 
disengagement?

Assess 
interactionist 
theories of 
crime and  
deviance and 
Pluralism and 
Postmodernism

learn how the 
mass media can 
affect crime and 
deviance and Role 
of Religion in 
Society

Assess the impact 
of the media on 
perceptions of 
gender, class and 
ethnicity, and the 
Role of Religion

Pupils will know:
•how conflict theories analyse crime and 
deviance and the typologies and role of 
religion
Pupils will be able to:
• assess the usefulness of conflict theory for 
understanding crime and deviance and 
assess the grand theories in relation to the 
role of religion

learn about 
postmodernist 
explanations of 
crime and 
Religion Conflict 
V Stability

Evaluate the 
theoretical 
explanations of 
why women 
commit crime 
and NRM's and 
Social Change

Evaluate the 
reasons why men 
commit crime- 
Religion and 
Globalisation

Assess the reasons 
for differential 
crime rates of 
ethnic groups and 
Religion and 
Gender

Review 
Learning

Assess the 
significance of 
globalisation in 
relation to crime 
and Religion and 
Ethnicity

Analyse the 
explanations of 
state crime and 
Religion and 
Social Class

Assess the 
relationship 
between social 
class and crime 
and Review 
Beliefs in Society

Pupils will know:
• how interactionist theories analyse 
crime and deviance and the impact of 
social change on religion 
Pupils will be able to:
•assess the significance of interactionist 
theories and assess the role of social 
change for religion in today's society and 
religions impact on different groups in 
society.

understand the 
reasons for green 
crime

Evaluate the 
impact of social 
control measures 
and punishment

Evaluate the 
arguments for 
and against the 
view that 
sociology is a 
science

Evaluate the 
arguments that 
sociology can be 
value free

Evaluate the 
functionalist 
theory of society

Evaluate the 
marxist theory of 
society

Evaluate 
feminist 
theories of 
society

Pupils will know:
•how stratification and globalisation affects 
criminality
Pupils will be able to:
•analyse and evaluate the reasons for differential 
crime rates of social groups

Evaluate the 
strengths 
and 
limitations 
of action 
theories

Review the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of 
the range of 
sociological 
research 
methods

Exam 
preparation

Exam 
preparation

Exam 
preparation

Exam 
preparation

Exam 
preparation


